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THE LOCAL RULES OF THE COURTS OF

VEBB COUNTY

RULE 1

GENERAL

RULE 1.10 TI ME STANDARDS FOR CASE DI SPOSI Tl ON:

The obj ective of therules of the Gvil Trial D visionof Judicial

Courts of
i nparti al

Webb County is to obtain a just, fair, equitable and
adj udi cation of therights of litigants under established

principles of substantive |l awand established rul es of procedural |aw.
These rul es shall be appliedto ensurethat all nmatters are brought to
trial or final dispositioninconformty withthe follow ng standards:

A. Civil jury cases: Civil jury cases will be heard
within 18 nonths from appearance date;

B. Civil non-jury: Civil non-jury cases shall be heard
within 12 nonths from appearance date;

C. Conpl ex cases: Conplex cases will be adm ni stered
and di sposed of as per schedul i ng order of the court
and counsel .
(See Rul e 3.33)

RULE 1.11 COURT SESSI ONS; ANNUAL CALENDAR WEEKS NOT | N SESSI ON;

HOLI DAYS:

No cases will be assigned for trial on the nerits during:

A. The week of the South Texas Judicial Conference
(March);

B. The week of the Annual Judicial Conference
( Sept enber); and

C. The | ast week of Decenber.
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The enti re weeks of the Sout h Texas Judi ci al Conference and t he
Annual Judicial Conference will be set aside as settlenment weeks.

Each court shall maintain a 24 nonth cal endar for purposes of
setting jury and non-jury cases.

RULE 1.12 HOURS OF COURT PROCEEDI NGS:

No | ocal rule under this subdivision.

RULE 1.13 EMERGENCY AND SPECI AL SESSI ONS:

Emergency and special neetings my be called by | ocal
adm ni strative judge.

RULE 1.14 JURY/ NON- JURY WEEKS:

No | ocal rule under this subdivision.

RULE 2
LOCAL ADM NI STRATI VE JUDGE
RULE 2.10 POWERS AND DUTI ES OF LOCAL ADM NI STRATI VE JUDGE:

The j udges conpri sing t he Webb County Court Adm ni strati on Board,
Article 200 -1 V.A T.C.S., shall holdregul ar neeti ngs of the Court
Adm ni strative Board, Adult Probation Board, Juvenil e Probati on Board,
Audi t or' s Board and Pur chasi ng Board, onthe first Wednesday of every
nmonth unless it conflicts with judicial conferences, conm tnents and
county hol i days.

The chairman of each of these Boards and/or the | ocal
adm ni strative judge may cal |l speci al or emergency neeti ngs as nmay
become necessary with appropriate notice to all board nmenbers and t he
public, when necessary.

RULE 2.11 | NFORMATI ON TO LOCAL ADM NI STRATI VE JUDGE:
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The di strict clerk shall provide anmonthly report detailingthe
nunmber of filings, dispositions, trials, and other judicial activities
of the courts of Webb County to the | ocal adm nistrative judge andto
the offi ce of court adm nistration. The clerk shall provi de any ot her
i nformation requested by any presiding judge.

RULE 2.12 EXERCI SE OF POVNERS | N ABSENCE:

No | ocal rule under this subdivision.

RULE 2.13 COURT DI VI SI ONS:

No | ocal rule under this subdivision.

RULE 3
Cl VI L CASES
RULE 3.10 FILING AND ASSI GNMENT OF CASES:

Acaseinthe civil trial divisionshall berandomy assigned
usingthe central filing systemin accordance with the current order
adopted by the council of judges. Once assignedto acourt, a case
shal | remai n on t he docket of that court unless transferred as provi ded
in Rule 3.12.

Any cl ai mfor relief based upon a prior judgnent shall be assi gned
tothe court of original judgment. Every suit or proceedi ng seekingto
enforce, attack, avoid or set aside ajudgnment, order or decree of a
court (including suitsinthe nature of a bill of review, wit of
habeas cor pus, or otherw se) shall be assigned to the court i nwhich
such judgnent, order or decree was rendered. All proceedi ngs which
have previ ously been dismssed and arerefil ed shall be assignedtothe
court to which the previous suit or proceedi ng was assi gned.

If aclaimis dismssedandislater refiledandit is determ ned
that thereis asubstantial identity of parties and causes of actionin
both cases, then the refiled case shall be assigned by the | ocal
adm ni strative judge or transferred by the presi ding judge tothe court
where t he prior case was pendi ng, withwittennoticetothe district
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cl erk.

Anotionto consolidate cases shall be heardinthe court where
t he | owest nunbered case is pending. If thenotionis granted, the
consol i dat ed case(s) wi ||l be giventhe nunmber of the | owest nunbered
case and assignedto that court, withwittennoticetothe district
clerk.

RULE 3.11 FILING ON HOLI DAYS:

No | ocal rule under this subdivision.

RULE 3.12 TRANSFER TO CASES; DOCKET EXCHANGE; BENCH EXCHANGE:

A. Transfer: By agreenent of all counsel and/or parties pro se
and of the court transferringthe case, and of transferee court, any
case may be transferred fromone court to anot her court of concurrent
jurisdiction, withthe transfer and acceptancetobeinwiting, with
notice to the local adm nistrative judge and the district clerk.

The presi di ng judge of the court may, upon noti ce and hearing,
transfer the cases fromhi s/ her court to any ot her court havi ng subj ect
matter jurisdictionincludingbut not l[imtedtothe follow ngtypes of
cases:

a. Any case arising out of the same transaction
or occurrence as did an earlier case.

b. Any suit for a declaration concerning the
al l eged duty of an insurer to provide adease
for a party to the earlier suit.

The rul es governi ng transfer shall not be used to circunvent the
central filing system

B. Post-Trial Matters: The judge who presi ded over the tria
of any civil case, shall preside over any post-trial matters. However,
in those cases where the judge who presided over the trial is
unavail able to preside over a post-trial matter, the [ ocal
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adm ni strative judge shall assi gn anot her judge, unless all parties
agree ot herw se.

C. Docket and Bench Exchange: The local adm nistrative judge
of thecivil trial divisionmy transfer cases between courtsinthe
manner provi ded by Section Aof this Rul e and may assi gn cases fromone
court to anot her court for hearingif he/shefinds that acourt has an
i nequi tabl e burden duetoillness, trial schedul e, or other sufficient
reasons. Any judge whose court has subject matter jurisdictionnmy sit
i nas judge of another court in cases assigned for trial onthe nerits.
If a case is on the docket of a court by any manner ot her than as
prescribed by these rul es, the | ocal adm ni strative judge of the civil
trial divisionshall, inwiting, transfer the case to the proper court
with notice to the district clerk.

RULE 3.13 REQUEST FOR TRI AL SETTI NGS- NON- JURY:

Al'l requests for non-jury trial settings shall be by notionw th
acconmpanying fiat and heard pursuant to Rule 3.19.

RULE 3.14 DI SPOSI TI ON OF UNCONTESTED MATTERS, WALK-1 N PROCEDURES:
Wal k-incases w |l be allowed at all tines that do not conflict
with on-going jury or non-jury trials or protracted discovery
conf erences or hearings; attorneys can coordi nate the settings withthe
court coordi nators by givingthe court 24-hour noticeto allowthe
court coordinator or clerk timeto prepare a"walk-in" list andto

check to make certainthe caseis ready for the hearing or trial. Each
court will post special days and ti nmes avail abl e for wal k-i n heari ngs.

RULE 3.15 REQUEST FOR TRI AL SETTI NGS- JURY:

No | ocal rule under this subdivision.

RULE 3.16 JURY FEE AND JURY DEMAND:

No | ocal rule under this subdivision.

RULE 3.17 DOCKET CALLS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:
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The court may schedul e docket calls to recei ve announcenent s on
t he status of pending cases.

RULE 3.18 ASSI GNMVENT OF CASES FOR TRI AL:

No | ocal rule under this subdivision.

RULE 3.19 CONFLI CTI NG SETTI NGS AND ASSI GNMENTS OF COUNSEL:

A. I nter-County: The Rules of Procedure of the Fourth
Adm ni strative Judi ci al Region control conflicts insettings of al
ki nds between Webb County court(s) and courts not in Webb County.

B. I ntra-County: Anong the trial courts sitting in Wbb
County.

1) Attorney already in trial in another court:

a. When i nformed t hat an attorney i s presently in
trial, thecourt will determ ne where and when
assigned. This information will be verified
upon request of opposing counsel. The case
wi || be placed on "hol d" or reset, dependi ng on
when the attorney will be rel eased.

b. If the attorney is not actually in trial as
represented by the attorney or his or her
agent, the casew |l betried w thout further
notice.

2) Attorney assigned to two courts for the same date:

Al'l attorneys having conflicts with other court
settings and who will be late for docket call or
ot her court settings or hearings/conferences, shall
notify the court coordi nat or and opposi ng counsel of
such conflict as soon as it becones apparent, and
shal | state:

(1) The nature of the conflict;

(2) Where counsel may be reached;

(3) What announcenent counsel w shes to make;
(4) Thetinethat the Presidi ng Judge shoul d expect
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dat e:

3)

counsel to personally appear; and

Attorney assignedtotwo courts for trial for the sane

a. It is the duty of an attorney to call the
af fected Judges' attentionto all dual settings
as soon as they are known.

b. | nsof ar as practi cabl e, Judges shoul d att enpt
t o agree on whi ch case has priority, otherw se,
the following priorities shall be observed by
the judges of the respective courts.

(1) Trial/Non-Trial. Trial setting take
precedence over conflicting non-tri al
settings; and

(2) Trial/Trial. A trial setting that is

assi gned takes precedence over a
conflicting trial setting not yet

assi gned.

(3) Cases assignedtotrial onthe neritsina
United States Court.

(4) Crimnal cases.

(5) Cases given preference by statute.

(6) Preferentially set cases.

(7) Case set at earliest date.

(8) Case with earliest filing date.

(9) Courtsinamulti-court county shouldyield
to courts in rural counties in al

ot her instances of conflicting settings.

Wai ver. The Court with precedence may yi el d.

Lead Counsel Attorney in Charge. This rul e operates
only where |ead Counsel/Attorney in Charge, as
defi ned by Texas Rul es of Crim nal Procedures 8, is
af f ect ed, unl ess t he Court expands coverage t o ot her
counsel .

RULE 3.20 PREFERENTI AL SETTI NGS:

speci fi c.
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Cases entitled to preferential setting by |aw, or

A cases that the Court has determ ned because of its
nature, circunstances and litigationhistory, requires a
priority trial.

w >

RULE 3.21 RESETTI NG CASES:

The parties nmay not agree to reset a case unless prior noticeis
giventothe court or atinely notion for continuanceis filedandthe
court approves either the reset or continuance. A notion for
conti nuance wi Il not be deenmedtinelyif it isfiledafter the Thursday
bef ore t he Monday of jury sel ecti on wi thout good cause. Anotion for
conti nuance on a non-jury case nust be filed noless than four days
prior to non-jury trial date.

RULE 3.22 DI SM SSAL DOCKET; | NVOLUNTARY DI SM SSAL:

Each court shal | periodically schedul e a di sm ssal docket at whi ch
ti me counsel shall appear and show good cause why t he case shoul d not
be di sm ssed for want of prosecution.

RULE 3.23 SUSPENSE DOCKET:

| f a case has been stayed because it relates to a bankruptcy
proceedi ng, suggesti on of death or to abat enent by previ ous order of
the court, such caseis to be transferred to a suspense docket for
suspensi on of further actionandthe file deliveredtotheclerk's
of fice subject tol ater reassi gnnent i n accordance with these rul es
when it becomes appropriate.

RULE 3.24 HEARI NG ON PRE- TRI AL PLEAS AND MOTI ONS:

A Qpposed Motions: Every opposed notion presented for filing
shall statewith particularity therelief or order sought and shal |
contai n an avernent that nmovant has conferred or has attenpted to
confer in person or by tel ephone wi th opposi ng counsel, includingthe
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dat es on whi ch such conference or attenpts occurred, and that counsel
are unabl e to reach an agreenent upon the di spositionof the matters
rai sed by the noti on. A separate proposed order grantingtherelief
sought shall acconpany the noti on. A nmenorandumof | egal authorities,
when deened appropriate, may be filed with the notion or nol ater than
t hree days before the hearing.

B. Unopposed Motions: | f any notionis unopposed by al | counsel
of record, counsel may sinply so state conspi cuously on the fact of the
motion. Insuchevent, thenotionw || be submtted by theclerkto
t he j udge for approval and will be granted routinely w thout a hearing
unl ess the judge i s of the viewthat the granting of such notionis not
intheinterest of justice. Aseparate proposed order grantingthe
relief sought shall acconpany the notion.

C. Motion Day: Al courts will set aside at | east one (1) day
per week so that all notions may be heard and di sposed of. The day, or
ti me of day, may be changed fromweek to week, as the courts' schedul es
may di ctate. The court coordi nator of each court will designate the
noti on day at | east ten (10) days i n advance. Inthe event that this
date conflicts with anongoingtrial, all matters set for noti on day
w || be heard by the court at any tinme during that day as ordered by
the court, or reset toalater date, or it may be heard by any ot her
court of concurrent jurisdictionpursuant toorder of thetrial judge.

E. (D) Wai ver of Hearing: Hearings on any notion may be
wai ved i f all counsel of record agree and notice of saneis givento
the court. Argunent in sunmmary judgnent nmatters nmay be wai ved by
agreenent of counsel and court by witten notice to the court. (See
Rul e 3.31)

F. (E) EXPEDI TED SETTI NGS: Any attorney may, in order to
expedite t he obtai ning of a setting, contact the court's coordi nator
and request adate andtinme for anotionthat he/sheistofile. The
attorney wll insert the date andtinme giveninthe acconpanying fi at
tothenotion, insert a"/s/" inthesignatureslot, mail or faxit to
all counsel of recordinthat fashion, filingthe original notionwth
t he acconpanying fiat's signature slot | eft blank for the judge' s or
court coordinator's signature.

The certificaterequiredin Rule 3.24(A) above and the certificate
required by Rul e 72 of the Texas Rul es of G vil Procedure shall signify
tothe court that the attorney has notifiedall counsel of record of
the setting before filing the original notion and fi at.
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RULE 3.25 ATTORNEY CONFERENCE REQUI REMENT AND PROCEDURE:

A. Al'l schedul i ng conferences and pre-trial conferences shall
be att ended by t he attorney-in-charge or co-counsel whois/are famliar
with the case and who is/are fully authorized:

(1) to state the clients position on the law and the facts;

(2) to make agreenents as to schedul i ng;

(3) to enter into stipulations;

(4) tostipulatetothe adm ssibility, and/ or authenticity of
exhi bits; and

(5) to negotiate settlenment.

Attorney/s for all parties shall be physically present at the
schedul i ng conference unl ess arrangenents have been nade for such
conference to be held by tel ephone.

B. Each attorney shall bring their trial calendar inorder to
arrange settings which do not conflict with previ ous engagenent s of
counsel . Under no circunstances nay an attorney be represent ed at any
scheduling conference or pre-trial conference, whether held by
t el ephone or ot herw se by any secretary or ot her non-1awer personnel .

RULE 3.26 NON- COVPLI ANCE W TH CONFERENCE PROCEDURES:

When counsel for either party, after notice, and wi t hout good
cause, fail s to appear or i s unprepared for a schedul i ng conference or
pre-trial conference, the court may:

A. Make all scheduling decisions and rule on all notions,
exceptions or other matters;

B. Decl are any noti ons or exceptions t hat have been prepared
as havi ng been wai ved;

C. Alter the trial setting or other scheduling matters,

decline to set the case for trial, cancel the setting
previ ously made, or take such other action that is deened
just and proper; and
D. Pass and reset the conference in which case the party
represented may be entitled to recover reasonabl e
attorney's fees and expenses.
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RULE 3. 27 DI SCOVERY DI SPUTES:

Any notion for di scovery under Rul e 167, Texas Rul es of Civil
Procedure, or to quash interrogatories or request for adm ssi ons served
under Rul e 168 and Rul e 169, Texas Rul es of Civil Procedure, may be
treat ed as premat ure unl ess counsel for novant has made a good faith
effort to obtain such discovery or relief fromopposi ng counsel by
agr eenent and has conplied wi th the applicabl e Rul es of Gvil Procedure
and has been unsuccessful, or shows good cause for not maki ng such an
effort. Al parties shall conplete discovery not | ess than seven (7)
days prior tothe date said caseis set for trial unless otherw se
ordered by the Court or agreed upon by parties. Counsel will be
expected to confer with opposi ng counsel concerning all such matters
and present tothe court only those matters that cannot be agreed upon
after a good faith effort to agree on both sides.

RULE 3. 28 SEVERANCES:

Al'l notions to sever will be controlled by the provi sions of Rul es
41 and 174, Texas Rul es of Civil Procedure, and such rules will be
strictly construed.

RULE 3. 29 CONTI NUANCES:

No trial setting shall be passed except by:

A. Settlenent, in witing or on the record;

B. Witten agreenent/ notion for conti nuance of all parties,
with consent of the court;

C. A nmotion for continuance tinely filed under the Texas
Rules of Civil Procedure with consent of the court;

D Such noti ons shall be heard on the Court's noti on day or

sooner, if necessary.

RULE 3.30 DEFAULT JUDGVENTS:

Al'l uncont est ed proceedi ngs shall be heard expediti ously on a
wal k-in basis pursuant to Rule 3.14.

RULE 3.31 SUMVARY JUDGVENTS:
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A. Al'l motions for summary judgnment will be controll ed by the
provi sions of Rule 166a of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure.

B. Counsel of record nay agree to submt the notion for summary
wi t hout oral argunent by filingjointly, awitten waiver five (5) days
prior to the setting.

RULE 3. 32 ANCI LLARY PROCEEDI NGS, TEMPORARY ORDERS, AND EMERGENCY
MATTERS:

A. There shall be established an energency docket for the
handl i ng of matters requiring imredi ate heari ng or conferences i n cases
filedinthe district courts of Webb County and t he Webb County Court
At Law. The |l ocal adm nistrative judge shall assignto each of the
district judges of Wbb County, on an equal tinme basis, the
responsibility for presiding over the emergency docket;

B. The emer gency docket shal |l include only those cases i nvol vi ng
heari ngs on applications for tenporary Restraining orders, issuance of
writs of sequestration, garni shnment and attachnment, whether such
matters shall be heard ex-parte or otherwi se, entries of default
j udgnment and/or other wits and processes;

C. The court coordi nat or of the presiding judge of the court
t hat has been assi gned t he ener gency docket by the | ocal adm nistrative
j udge shal | be responsi bl e for mai ntai ni ng the energency docket for the
peri od of assi gnnent. Any attorney who requests any matter be pl aced
on t he emer gency docket shal |l be responsi bl e for comuni catingwiththe
court coordi nator of the presidingjudgeinorder that the matter may
be placed on the energency docket by the court coordinator;

D. Whenever a matter i s placed on the energency docket, the
court coordinator for the presiding judge is responsible for
i mmedi ately coordinating with the district judge who has been assi gned
to the emergency docket for that period of tineinorder toestablish
the date, tinme, and place for hearing and to then notify the
attorney(s) as to the date, tine, and place of hearing;

E. The di strict judge assigned to the energency docket during
that periodof tinme that any matter i s pl aced on t he energency docket
shal | have the di scretionto determ ne that any such matter shoul d not
be entitled to energency disposition and renove the matter from
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ener gency docket upon i mredi at e notice to the attorney who request ed
that it be placed on the energency docket;

F. I nthe event a matter has been renoved fromthe emergency
docket by the district judge assigned to the energency docket for that
period of tinme, any of the district judges of Webb County nay presi de
over that matter upon request after proper notice to the court
coordi nat or of that presiding judge;

G Bef ore any attorney shall request a matter be pl aced on t he
ener gency docket, said attorney nust first request the matter be heard
by t he judge i n whose court the case i s pendi ng; and t he attorney on
all matters and docunent s bei ng assi gned to t he energency docket shal |
certify that the matter bei ng pl aced on t he energency docket was not
heard or di sposed of by t he judge i n whose court the case or matter is
pendi ng.

RULE 3. 33 COVPLEX CASE DESI GNATI ON:

| n any cases where due to t he i ssues, nunmber of parties or other
matters, counsel believes that his case cannot be prosecuted w thin the
time set out by the guidelines above, said counsel shall file anotion
to designate this case as a conpl ex case and shal |l request a docket
control conference to establishthe proper court guidelines for this
case.

RULE 3. 34 ALTERNATI VE DI SPUTE RESOLUTI ON:

Cases may bereferredto alternative di spute resol ution by the
j udges of the courts of Webb County on t heir own noti on or on noti on of
one of the parties, subject tothe discretion of the assi gned judge
presiding at settlenment week.

RULE 3.35 PRE-TRI AL AND SCHEDULI NG CONFERENCES:

I n any case where a request for trial settingis filed, or on
nmotion of the court, a case nay be set for pre-trial or status
(schedul i ng conference, or by approval of court, (inlieu of such
conference, the court may authorize filing of ajoint status report may
be filed) at which time the parties will be assigned the foll ow ng:

1. Tri al date;
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Case rank or nunber;

Al trial deadlines;

Deadline for filing of pre-trial order; and
Date for hearing on all pending notions.

aRwN

Routine pre-trial conferences may be conducted by the court
coordi nat or and counsel ' s presence nmay be by tel ephoni c conference, if
request ed, unl ess ot herwi se ordered by court. Counsel for the party
requesting the tel ephonic conference will initiate the conference.

Forms for status letters, trial deadlines, pre-trial orders and
jury questionnaires may be obtained fromthe court coordi nator.
Assi gnment of trial dates will be governed by the court's cal endar
prepared pursuant to Rule 1.11.

RULE 3.36 CERTI FI CATE OF PROGRESS; PROPOSED PREPARATI ON PLAN:

No | ocal rule under this subdivision.

RULE 3.37 TRI AL STI PULATI ONS AND ADM SSI ONS:

No | ocal rule under this subdivision.

RULE 3.38 TRI AL W TNESSES AND EXHI BI TS:

Each attorney shall pre-mark and identify their exhibits prior to
trial by the date ordered by the court. Each attorney shall prepare a
list of trial exhibits and provide the court and opposi ng counsel a
copy of this list prior to trial.

RULE 3.39 DI SPOSI TI ON CONFERENCES:

No | ocal rule under this subdivision.

RULE 3.40 SETTLEMENTS:
Counsel of record shall inmrediately notify the court coordi nator
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and/ or court of the fact that the parti es have reached a settl enment,
notw t hstandi ng that the agreenent is reached over a weekend.

RULE 3.41 JURY SELECTI ON:

Al jury panels will be sumopned to the central jury area and
qualifiedthere. Voir direw |l be conductedinthe courts on Mondays
and subsequent days.

RULE 3.42 JURY CHARGE QUESTI ONS AND | NSTRUCTI ONS:

At t or neys whose cases are on the jury docket shall report to court
at 8:15a.m onthe date set for trial andjury selection and submt to
the court, in proper witten form their proposed initial jury
guestions/instructions, and |l egal authorities in support of
sane, unless ordered to do so earlier. Oher jury questions and
instructions may be submtted during trial as the evidence nay di ct ate.

RULE 3.43 SUBM SSI ON OF ORDERS, JUDGMENTS, | NSTRUCTI ONS:

A. Al'l Cases - The order and judgnent shall be forwarded to
opposi ng counsel for signature for approval asto formw th seven (7)
days. Opposing counsel shall file any objections to the proposed
j udgment and/ or order withinthree (3) working days of recei pt of the
proposed j udgnent. The judgnent and/ or order and all acconpanyi ng
fornms shoul d be presented to the court nolater than fourteen (14) days
after final hearing.

B. Cont est ed Di vorce Actions - I n contested di vorce cases t he
petitioner's attorney, or pro-se petitioner, shall prepare and submt
t he proposed decree of divorce and the bureau of vital statistics form
in with Rule 3.43 and 4. 10.

C. Uncont ested Di vorce Actions - I n uncont ested di vor ce cases,
the petitioner's counsel or pro-se petitioner shall be responsible for
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subm tting the proposed di vorce decree, bureau of vital statistics
form assignnment of wages order, notice to enpl oyer, order w thhol di ng
i ncome for support.

D. Al'l Divorce Cases or Cases Ordering Child Support - In
di vorce cases the attorney for the party receiving child support shal |
file the order of assignment of wages, whichw Il conformw th t he
decr ee of divorce and nust be properly conpl eted, especially as it
relates to the enpl oyer, anmount to be paid weekly, biweekly, or
mont hly. Further, no order of assigning wages i s conpl ete, unl ess
acconpani ed by noti ce to enpl oyer and request for i ssuance of the order
wi t hhol di ng wages. Before the date of final trial, all cases nust have
onfilethe Bureau of Vital Statistics form(except for date of hearing
which will be filled in on date of hearing) and the order for
assi gnnment of wages (| eave bl anks for nonetary amounts).

I nall post divorce decree matters, ie., notionstonodify, to
enforce, etc., the prevailing party through their attorney shall submt
t he appropriate Orders as granted by the court, tothe court, copyto
adverse counsel, and/or pro se party, after which the court wll
process it for entry, as stated above.

RULE 3.44 W THDRAWAL AND COPYI NG OF DOCUMENTS:

No |l ocal rule under this subdivision.

RULE 3.45 OTHER LOCAL RULES:

A. M scel | aneous Pl eadi ngs - Every pl eadi ng of a party shall be
properly titled. The notion and order nust be properly identified,
e.g. "Plaintiff's Motion for Summary Judgnent"” and "Order Setting
Plaintiff's Mdtion for Summary Judgnent.”

B. Deposit of Monies in Registry of Court - 1n cases where noni es
are deposited into the registry of the court, it shall be the
responsi bility of all counsel and attorneys ad | itemto nake certain
that the order or judgment instructs the district clerk about the
di sposition of the nonies. Any order or judgnent filed under this
section shall also include the nanes, social security nunbers,
addr esses and phone nunbers of all interested parties. Appropriate
fornms to ef fectuate t he purpose and i ntent of this rul e may be obt ai ned
at the Webb County district clerk's office. Failuretoconply wll
result inthe district clerk depositing the funds i n non-interest
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beari ng accounts.

RULE 4

FAM LY LAW CASES

RULE 4.10 TI ME STANDARDS FOR FAM LY LAW CASE DI SPOSI TI ON

A. Contested Fam |y Law Cases - All contested fam |y | awcases
shal | be heard w thin six (6) nonths fromappear ance date or w t hin six
(6) months fromthe expiration of the waiting period provided by the
Fam | y Code where such is required, whichever islater. Al parties
and counsel nust beready for trial onthenerits after ninety (90)
days or on t he date designated onthe formattached to the petition and
citation.

If noactivityisreflectedonthe docket sheet, the case wi ||
be subject to a dism ssal for want of prosecution.

| f a case is conpl ex and/ or extraordi nary requiring additi onal
preparation, a notion can be filed in accordance with Rule 3. 33.

B. 49th and 111th District Courts - D vorce cases are schedul ed
as all other civil cases.

C. County Court at Law and 341st District Court Cases:

1. The controlling date is the Friday of the week a
di vorce is filed.

2. Non-jury cases: The cases shall be automatically set
for trial. The trial date shall be in witing on the
citation to respondent.

3. Jury cases: Ajury request nust be submtted and the
fee paid thirty (30) days before the initial schedule
heari ng.

4. The parties may ask for a continuance in witing at
| east ten (10) day before the non-jury trial date and
thirty (30) days before the jury trial date. |If the
court grants a continuance, the case will be

automatically set for pre-trial seven days fol |l owi ng
the original schedul ed hearing date. The court wl|
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al so set a trial date not to exceed thirty (30) days
fromthe pre-trial hearing.

5. Subm ssion of Judgnents, Orders, Decrees, and Bureau
of Vital Statistic Fornms:

(a) As a matter of policy, petitioner's attorney
shall prepare and submt the Bureau of Vital
Statistics formand the divorce decree, unless
ot herwi se agreed to by the parties.

(b) The support-receiving parties' attorney shall be
responsi ble for filing the order of assignnent of
wages. This order shall conformso to the decree
of divorce and nust be properly conpl et ed,

particularly as it relates to the enployer and the

anmount to be paid weekly, biweekly, and nonthly.
Further, no order assigning wages is conplete
unl ess acconpani ed by notice to the enpl oyer and
request for issuance of the order w thhol ding.

(c) Before the date of hearing, all cases nust have
on file the Bureau of Vital Statistics form

(except date of hearingwhichwill befilledinon
date of hearing) and the order of assignnment of
wages. (Leave bl ank spaces for nonetary anounts).

There will be no exceptions.
(d) Parties not conplying nay be subject to
sancti ons.

(e) The case shall be set for entry of judgnent two
weeks foll owi ng the date of hearing at 9: 00 a. m
unless it is submtted beforehand.

RULE 4. 11 ANCI LLARY PROCEEDI NGS, TEMPORARY ORDERS, AND EMERGENCY
MATTERS:

The provisions of Rule 3.32 will apply.

RULE 4.12 DI SPOSI TI ON PROPOSALS:

No | ocal rule under this subdivision.
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RULE 4. 13 UNCONTESTED MATTERS:

Al'l uncontested fam |y | awcases shall be heard within three (3)
nmont hs from appearance date or within three (3) nonths fromthe
expiration of the waiting period provided by the Fam | y Code wher e such
i s required, whichever islater. Uncontested cases or those that have

been settl ed are processed and di sposed of pursuant to Local Rule 3. 14.
Any person not filing an answer is subject to default.

RULE 4.14 FI NANCI AL | NFORMATI ON STATEMENTS:

| f child support is a contested issue, a nonthly financi al
st atenment of i nconme and expenses shall befiled wth the court seven
days bef ore a schedul ed hearing on tenporary child support or the final
di vorce heari ng.

RULE 4.15 CHI LD SUPPORT GUI DELI NES:

No | ocal rule under this subdivision.

RULE 4.16 POSSESSORY CONSERVATORY VI SI TATI ON GUI DELI NES:

No | ocal rule under this subdivision.

RULE 4.17 | NVENTORY AND APPRAI SEMENT:

Petitioner shall havethirty (30) daystofile asworninventory,

list of clainms, and debts fromthe date of filing of the original
petition. Respondent shall have thirty (30) days to file sworn
inventory, list of clains, and debts fromdate of filing of the

ori ginal answer.

RULE 4.18 AD LI TEM APPO NTMENTS:

No | ocal rule under this subdivision.

RULE 4.19 MEDI ATI ON COUNSELI NG
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No | ocal rule under this subdivision.

RULE 4.20 REFERRAL TO MASTER

No | ocal rule under this subdivision.

RULE 5

LI QUI DATED CLAI M CASES

RULE 5.10 LI QUI DATED MONETARY CLAI Ms:

No | ocal rule under this subdivision.

RULE 5.11 CERTI FI CATI ON OF PLAI NTI FF FOR SUSPENSE DOCKET:

No | ocal rule under this subdivision.

RULE 5.12 APPLI CATI ON TO DEFER ENTRY OF JUDGVENT:

No |l ocal rule under this subdivision.

RULE 5. 13 CERTI FI CATI ON THAT PAYMENT AGREEMENT CONTI NUES | N
EFFECT:

No | ocal rule under this subdivision.

RULE 6

CRI M NAL CASES

RULE 6.10.1 FELONY AND M SDEMEANOR CASES:

No | ocal rule under this subdivision.
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RULE 6.10.2 GRAND JURY:

No | ocal rule under this subdivision.

RULE 6.11 FILINGS/ RETURN OF | NDI CTMENTS:

A. When several indictments are returned si nultaneously agai nst
an i ndividual, the court inwhichthefirst indictnent is filed shall
receive, by filingor transfer, all such indictnments agai nst the said
i ndi vi dual .

B. When an i ndi ctnent i s returned agai nst an i ndi vi dual who has
an i ndi ct ment pendinginonecourt, that court shall receive, by filing
or transfer, the subsequent indictnent.

C. When an i ndictnment i s returned agai nst an i ndividual whois
on fel ony probation, the Court which granted probation shall receive,
by filing or transfer, such indictnment.

D. The crimnal court in whichacaseis pending shall receive,
by filing or transfer, any rel ated notion such as wit of habeas
cor pus, bond reductions, etc.

E. The district clerk's or county clerk's offices shall receive
directly fromthe magi strates, copi es of the original bonds and shal |
mai ntain themuntil an indictnment or conplaint is returned. The
district attorney's office shall file acopy of thebondinthefile
when the indictnent is returned.

RULE 6.12 ARRAI GNMENT/ I NI TI AL APPEARANCE:

A Time, Date and Pl ace - After indictnment, an arrai gnnment shal |
be hel d during t he next week after the indictnment was returned. The
arrai gnnents shall be hel d on t he Thursday of t he next week at 9: 00
a.m for casesindictedinthe 341st District Court and on the Fri day
of the next week at 9: 00 a.m for casesindictedinthe 49th D strict
Court unless it conflicts withjudicial conferences, conm tnents or
county hol i days.

B. Presence Required - Presence of all defendants and attorneys
isrequired. |If adefendant does not have an attorney, the bondsman
shall notify the def endant that hi s/ her presenceisrequiredinthe
courtroom Failure of the defendant to appear will result in bond
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forfeiture. |f a defendant is bonded out before arrai gnment, the
bondsman shall be responsible for the defendant's appearance.

C. Witten Wiver -Inits discretion, the court may accept a
witten waiver of arraignment signed by t he def endant and hi s att or ney,
acconpani ed by an order for the judge' s signature. Defense counsel
must mail, hand deliver or fax a copy to the district attorney's
of fice. The court coordi nator nmay provi de an acceptabl e format/formto
counsel upon request. The attorney filing the waiver shall notify his
client of all the required court appearances.

D. Announcenent/ Settings - At the tinme of the fornal
arrai gnnment, each def endant nust appear and announce his pleatothe
i ndi ctment. Defense counsel shall carry their calendars to court to
advi se of a possible conflict. Follow ng his announcenent, and
dependi ng on his plea, each defendant case will be set as foll ows:

a. GQuilty Plea: Imediately follow ng arrai gnnments or
at a specific subsequent date set by the court.
(See Rul e 3.14)

b. Not Guilty Plea: Deadlines, hearings and trial on
the merits at specified dates and tinmes as set by
the court either in witing or in open court.

RULE 6.13 APPO NTMENT OF COUNSEL:

A. Sworn Application - Defendants claimnginability to enploy
counsel nust file a sworn application.

B. Appointnent:

1. The court may inits discretion appoint attorneys from
the private bar when the public defender's office has
a conflict of interest or for any other good reason.

2. Attorneys who file a notion to wi t hdraw based on the
client's failure to pay attorney's fees may be subj ect
to appoi ntnent by the court.

C. Appointnment Continues - If an attorney was appoi nted by a
magi strate to represent the def endant throughout the proceedi ngs. The
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att orney shoul d conti nuously nonitor the status of the defendant's
case. Counsel isdirectedtofollowthe directivesinlLocal Rule 6.14

D. Conpensation - Counsel will be conpensated accordingtothe
rat e schedul e pursuant to Tex. Code Crim Pro. 26.25, adopted by the
j udges at their adm ni strative neetings on an annual basis. District
clerk's office shall mail a pre-nunbered voucher formto
t he attorneys fromthe private bar when t hey are appoi nted. Attorneys
shal | subm t a voucher for paynment at the concl usi on of the case for
the work done before that particular court.

RULE 6. 14 APPEARANCE OF DEFENDANT AND COUNSEL/ COURT ATTENDANCE:

1. | mredi at el y upon enpl oynent or upon court appoi nt ment t he
defense attorney shall givewittennoticetothedistrict attorney and
the district clerk statingthe nane of the accused, the date of andthe
of fense(s) charged and cause nunber, if known. The clerk will note the
attorney' s name on t he docket sheet and i ndi cat e whet her he i s retai ned
or court appointed.

2. Any attorney who execut es a bail bond or an appeal bond as
asurety will be deened to be the attorney for the person for whomt he
bond was made. Peopl e rel eased fromjail under such a bail bond wi ||
not ordinarily be assigned court appointed attorneys. |f a court
appoi nt ed att orney has previously been assi gned to t he person for whom
a bail bondis posted, the court appointed attorney will ordinarily be
allowed to withdraw fromthe case.

RULE 6.15 W THDRAWAL OR SUBSTI TUTI ON OF COUNSEL:

See Local Rule 10.12

RULE 6.16 BOND AND BOND FORFEI TURES:

Mat t ers concer ni ng bond forfeitures shall be governed by Chapter
22 of Texas Code of Crim nal Procedure.
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The assistant district attorney, the district clerk and the
Sheriff's office shall cause service to be had on all the principles on
a bond forfeiture.

RULE 6.17 DI SCOVERY:

A. D scovery shal | be conducted in accordance with Article 39. 14
of the Texas Code of Crim nal Procedure.

B. Any notion for discovery shall statew th particularity the
i tems sought to be produced and shal | be acconpani ed by an order t hat
provi des a space that are agreed to and for the granti ng or denyi ng of
each separate itemthat is contested. (See 6.17(C))

C. Any noti on for di scovery shall be deened premature unl ess
counsel have made a good faith effort to obtain di scovery fromthe
district attorney's office. Any notion before the court shall not be
considered unless it is acconpani ed by acertification (1) that the
di strict attorney and def ense counsel have conferred/ not conferred on
eachiteminthe notion/s; (2) the attenpts nade to confer in person
or by tel ephone, includingthe dates and ti mes those conferences or
attenpts took place; (3) whether there was/was not open file
di scovery; (4) that the district attorney and def ense counsel have
been unabl e to reach an agreenent on the noti on and requi re a heari ng
on the notion. (See Local Rule 3.24A).

RULE 6.18 DOCKET CALLS/ ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Docket Calls, Arrai gnments, Announcenents and Pre-trials: The
ti mes for docket calls, arrai gnnents, and pre-trial hearing on all
cases shal |l be governed by the judge of the court inwhichthe caseis
docket ed.

The final order of trial shall be determ nedin accordance with
Local Rul e 6. 22 and shal | be announced by t he court/court coordi nator
no | ater than the Thursday beforejury selectionat 3:00 p.m Inthe
event a caseis not goingtoproceedtotrial, the attorney(s) causing
the cause not togototrial, for whatever reason, shall notify the
court coordinator nolater than 3:00 p. m on Thursday before t he case
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is set for jurytrial saidattorney not obtain acontinuance at the
time and t he case does not proceedtotrial whencalled by the court,
t he court may assess t he actual costs of the entire jury panel agai nst
the party(ies) represented by said attorney and/ or any ot her party(ies)
i n such proportions as may be warrant ed, absent good cause. The court
shal | not assess any such costs if the panel is swornfor thetrial of
anot her case.

RULE 6.19 CONTI NUANCE/ RESETTI NG POSTPONEMENTS:
A. No trial setting shall be passed except by:

a) Di sm ssal or pleabargain, inwiting and/or on the
record. When a case is dism ssed or a pl ea bargain
is reached the attorneys shall immediately notify
t he court coordinator torenmnove it fromjury docket,

even if the agreement is reached over a weekend;

b) Witten agreenent/notion for continuance of all

parties, with consent of the court, for good cause.

See Chapter 29 of TR CR P.; and

c) Filing of a witten waiver of speedy trial by
def endant and defense counsel.

B. An agreenent to pass or continueajurytrial reached after
3:00 p.m on the Thursday before trial may not be honored by t he court
and will be subject to sanctions as set out in Rule 6.18.

C. Motions for continuance will be heard at pre-trial or at 3:00

p. m on the Thursday afternoon before jury sel ecti on or at such ot her
tinme as set by the court. Only matters ari si ng subsequent to such date
shal | be consi der ed as good grounds for filing anotion for continuance
after that date.

D. Attorneys shall report tocourt withtheir clients at 8: 30
a.m on the date set for jury sel ection and submt to the court, in
proper wittenform any final matters to be brought before the court.

RULE 6. 20 PLEA BARGAI NS:

The di strict attorney and def ense counsel shall advise the judge,
at the end of pre-trial (pleaconference) of theresults of any pl ea
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bar gai n negoti ations ina pending crimnal case. This shall be reduced
towitinginaformapproved by the court andfiledwth clerk of the
court.

RULE 6.21 GUILTY PLEA/ NOLO CONTENDER/ OPEN PLEAS:

Forms, procedures and preparation of guilty plea forns may be
obtai ned fromthe court coordi nator of each court.

RULE 6. 22 SPEEDY TRI AL:
A. Justi ce denmands t he speedy di sposition of all crimnal cases.

1) Felony: All felony cases should be set for trial
withintwelve (12) nonths of arrest or service and
return of indictnment, whichever is earlier.

2) M sdeneanors: M sdenmeanor cases shall be set for
trial within six (6) nmonths of arrest of filing of
conpl aint, whichever is earlier. See the | oca
practices adopted by the Webb County Court at Law.

3) Order of Trial: The trial preference for docketed
cases shall be as foll ows:

a. The defendant is incarcerated in the Webb
County Jail;

b. Achild is the victim

C. A crime of violence is alleged,

d. Al'l other caseswill betriedinorder of their
age, the oldest being tried first.

4) Revocations: Probation revocation cases shall be
tried or pled within ninety (90) days fromfiling
after service.

B. It isthe policy of the District Courts of Webb County to
di spose of cases as quickly as possible consistent with justice.

1. The courts of record in Webb County will work with
the justice of the peace courts to encourage a
monthly call of the docket for all defendants in
jail awaiting trial who have not been charged by
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i ndi ctment or by information.

2. The courts of record in Webb County will work with
t he Personal Bond Program Coordi nat or and t he Webb
County Public Defender's O ficeto encourage themto
interview defendants in jail within 2 days of

arrest.

RULE 6.23 MOTI ONS/ PRE- TRI AL HEARI NGS/ PRE- TRI AL MATTERS:

A. Settings: The court may set deadlines for filing notions,
pl ea conferences, pre-trial conferences, jury docket calls and jury
trial settings at arraignnment. Additional pre-trial hearings may be
set by the court as needed.

B. Certificates:

1. Servi ce of Copy on Opposi ng Counsel : \Whenever any
attorney fil es any pl eadi ng or notion, he shall at
the same tine either deliver, mail or fax a copy to
opposi ng counsel. The notions nust be acconpani ed
withacertificate stating that a copy/ies have been
sent to opposing counsel. The certificate nust
state t he name, address, of opposi ng counsel and how
it was delivered. Counsel shall send copies of all
comruni cations sent to the court to opposing

counsel .

2. Rul e 3. 24A Certificate: Motions nust be acconpani ed
with a certificate as set out in Local Rule 3.24A.

3. Amtionw || be considered unl ess counsel conplies
with Rule 6.23B 1 and 2, and when applicable, Rule
6.17C.

C. Communi cati ons: Defense counsel and assi stant district

attorney/s may arrange for i nformal conferences by tel ephone or in
person wi th the court by contactingthe court coordi nator to obtain an
appoi ntment or a setting.

RULE 6. 24 SETTI NGS/ SCHEDULES:
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A. Notice of the order of trial shall be avail abl e fromt he court
coordi nator the week before the trial. (See Rule 6.18)

B. See Rule 3.20 for preferential settings.

C. See Rule 3.19 for conflicting settings.

RULE 6.26 W TNESSES/ EVI DENCE:

A. Wt nesses: Exam nation of w tnesses shoul d normal |y be nade
fromcounsel table. If thewi tnessis to be exam ned about certain
physi cal evi dence, counsel may approach the wi t ness after aski ng and
recei ving perm ssionfromthe court. Aternatively, the w tness nay be
exam ned fromthe lectern if counsel so desires.

B. Evi dence: |f evidence tables are providedinthe courtroom
then all exhibits admttedinto evidence shoul d be deposited onthe
tabl e and remai n t her e except when needed f or purposes of exam nation
of a witness.

RULE 6. 27 NON- JURY TRI ALS:
A def endant may wi thdrawa request for ajury trial by signinga

wai ver of jury form The case may be set on notion of attorneys or on
the court's notion.

RULE 6.28 JURY TRI ALS:

Jury panel s, including special venires, for thetrial of crimnal
cases shal | be sel ected and summoned (W th return on summons) inthe
sanme manner as the sel ecti on of panels for thetrials of civil cases

except as otherw se provided int he Code of Crimnal Procedure.
RULE 6.29 JURY SELECTI OV VO R DI RE:

No | ocal rule under this subsection.

RULE 6. 30 PROBATI ON APPLI CATI ONS/ DEFERRED ADJUDI CATI ON:

No | ocal rule under this subsection.
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RULE 6. 31 PRE- SENTENCE REPORT/ COURTS PROPOSED SENTENCE:

No | ocal rule under this subsection.

RULE 6. 32 JUDGVENTS/ ORDERS:

The district court's staff shall prepare the judgnment of
convi ction or revocation of probationat thetimethe judgnment/order is
rendered, and present sanme, wthout delay, to the trial judge for
approval and signature.

VWher e probationis awarded to a def endant, the adult probation
of ficer shall prepare the order of probation containingthe conditions
of probation, and shall cause the clerk of the court to deliver a
certified copy of said order to the defendant.

The St at e may cause the di sm ssal of acase by filinganotionto
di sm ss contai ning the order of dism ssal onthe sane docunent. If the
defendant is in jail, docunents required to effect the i medi ate
rel ease shall be prepared and deliveredto effect the i rmedi at e rel ease
of the defendant fromcustody, if the def endant has not ot her charges
pendi ng agai nst him

| f a def endant is acquittedthe district attorney shall prepare

t he appropriate judgnent. If the defendant isinjail, the defendant
shal | be rel eased fromcustody i nmedi ately after his adm nistrative
di scharge fromthe jail, if no other charges or hol ds are pendi ng

agai nst him

Upon di sposition of the cause, the clerk of the court shall
del i ver a copy of the final judgnment or order to all counsel of record.

RULE 6. 33 OCCUPATI ONAL DRI VER' S LI CENSE:

No | ocal rule under this subsection.

RULE 6. 34 PROBATI ON REVOCATI ONS/ MOTI ONS TO ADJUDI CATE/ HABEAS
CORPUS:

1. Mot i ons to revoke probation shall be heard by t he j udge who
granted probati on and noti ons for shock probation shall be heard by t he
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j udge who heard the trial, unl ess such judge wi |l be unavail abl e for

such hearing or such matter is transferred to another court for
heari ng.

2. Except for defendants wi th pendingindictnments, all notions
t o revoke probation shall be heard by t he sane court i n which probation
was granted. The court handling a case pursuant to a newi ndi ct ment

shal | al so handl e any pendi ng noti ons to revoke probation fil ed agai nst
t he def endant.

3. Pr obati oner s agai nst who noti ons to revoke probati on have
been filed shall be admtted to bail only when technical,
adm ni strative and non-drug viol ations are al |l eged; inall other cases,
bail nmay be denied at the discretion of the court.

RULE 6. 34

No | ocal rule under this subsection.

RULE 6. 35 APPEALS FROM LOVNER COURTS:

No | ocal rule under this subdivision.

RULE 7

JURY MANAGEMENT

RULE 7. 10 JURY MANAGEMENT:

The Webb County courts have adopted a central jury selection
process. Jury panels are assignedto different courts. Ajury week
schedule is filed with the district clerk by the courts.
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RULE 8
JUDI Cl AL VACATI ON
RULE 8. 10 JUDI ClI AL VACATI ON:
Al'l judges of courts in Wbb County, Texas shal | advi se t he | ocal
adm ni strative judge of his/her pl anned annual | eave, or disability, or

intentionto attend judicially nmandated educati onal conferences. A
visiting judge may be assigned to adm nister that court's docket.

RULE 8. 11 NOTI FI CATI ON TO LOCAL ADM NI STRATI VE JUDGE OF ABSENCE OR
PLANNED VACATI ON OF JUDGE:

No | ocal rule under this subsection.

RULE 8. 12 REQUESTS FOR VI SI TI NG JUDGE:
Upon request, the l|ocal admnistrative judge wll make
arrangenents wi th the adm ni strative judge of the Fourth Adm ni strative

Judi ci al Regiontoassignavisitingjudgeto Wbb County tosit for
any or all the courts that will be unavail abl e.

RULE 9
NON- JUDI Cl AL PERSONAL
RULE 9. 10 NON- JUDI Cl AL PERSONNEL:

No | ocal rule under this subsection.

RULE 9. 11 QUALI FI CATI ONS OF NON-JUDI CI AL PERSONNEL:

No | ocal rule under this subsection.

RULE 9. 12 CONDUCT OF NON-JUDI Cl AL PERSONNEL:

No | ocal rule under this subsection.
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RULE 9. 13 DUTI ES OF NON-JUDI Cl AL PERSONNEL:

No | ocal rule under this subsection.

RULE 10
ATTORNEYS OF RECORD

RULE 10. 10 APPEARANCE OF COUNSEL: DESI GNATI ON OF ATTORNEY OF
CHARGE:

An attorney nay not appear for a party unl ess he has fil ed or nade
hi s appearance or record.

RULE 10. 11 CONDUCT AND DECORUM OF COUNSEL:

A Attire: Al counsel com ng before the courts of Webb County,
Texas shal |l wear attirethat is befittingtheir positions as officers
of the court.

B. Prof essionalism An attorney's behavior and acti ons shoul d
conformto the Texas Lawyer's Creed - A Mandat e for Prof essionalismas
pronmul gat ed by t he Suprenme Court of Texas and t he Court of Crim nal
Appeal s as was adopted on the 7th day of Novenber, 1989 and maybe
anmended fromtinme to tinme.

RULE 10.12 W THDRAWAL OR SUBSTI TUTI ON OF COUNSEL:

A. Any attorney who has appeared of record i n any case nmay
wi thdraw only by filing a notion approved by the court:

The notion should set forth the foll ow ng:

(a) The reason for w thdrawal;

(b) Acertification to the effect that the client has
been notified of the withdrawal and that the

client's file has been returned;

(c) The current address of the client where notices of
setting may be mail ed, together with a work and/ or
home phone number;

(d) The nane of substitute counsel, if known, and a
certification that the w thdrawi ng attorney has
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expl ained this procedure to the client, and has
communi cated to the client the fact that w t hdrawal
of counsel cannot be used to delay a trial setting
in the case.

B. The notion to withdraw nust be signed by the attorney
requesting wi thdrawal ; furthernore, if substitute counsel has been
engaged, his signature and mailing address shall be affixed to the
notion constituting an appearance for all purposes.

C. Newl y r et ai ned counsel shall not be permttedto substitute
for counsel of record unless they certify they are preparedto proceed
with the case without a delay of the proceedings.

D. Anotionto substitute counsel that will cause del ay requires
a hearing. If the notionis signed by counsel w thdraw ng, substitute
counsel and/or client, and i s acconpani ed by a statenent certifying
that no delay wi ||l occur, the court will signthe notion w thout formnal
heari ng.

E. | f substitute counsel's and/or theclient's signaturefails
t o appear on the notion, withdraw ng counsel shall attached to the
notion a copy of the cover |etter forwardi ng a copy of the notionto
hi s client advising hinm her of thefiling of the notion andthe date
and time of the hearing. The notion shall be set down for hearing and
not wi t hdrawal shall be permtted unless and until the matter has been
hear d.

RULE 10. 13 ATTORNEY VACATI ONS:

An attorney nay desi gnate not nore than four (4) weeks duri ng any
gi ven cal endar year as vacation, during whichtime he/shew || not be
assignedtotrial or requiredto engage in any pre-trial proceedi ngs,
unl ess t he case has been specially set. Anattorney may filewitten
desi gnation(s) of vacation periods covering | ess than four weeks i n any
cal endar year, solongas all of thewitten designation(s) of vacation
filedinany one cal endar year do not cover periods of tine whichin
t he aggregat e exceed four weeks. The witten designation(s) nust be
filedwiththedistrict clerk (wwthcopiestoall courts of recordin
Webb County) nolater than fifteen (15) days prior tothe date of the
attorney' s desi gnated vacation. No case w || be set after noti ce has
been sent tothedistrict clerk. Designation(s) of vacationw || not
relieve the attorney fromany setting assigned prior tothe filing of
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vacation schedul e by counsel

RULE 11
ADM NI STRATI VE LAW CASES
RULE 11.10 ADM NI STRATI VE LAW CASES:

No | ocal rule under this subsection.

RULE 12

M SCELLANEOUS LOCAL RULES

RULE 12.10 SETTLEMENT WEEK:

See Rule 1.11.

RULE 12.11 FORM FOR SUBM TTI NG COURT COSTS:

No | ocal rule under this subsection.

RULE 12.12 FORM FOR REQUESTI NG ALTERNATE DI SPUTE RESOLUTI ONS:

No | ocal rule under this subsection.

RULE 13
ADOPTI ON, AMENDMENT, NOTI CE
RULE 13. 10 PROCEDURE OF ADOPTI ON AND AMENDMENT OF LOCAL RULES:
The j udges conprising the Court Adm nistration Board of Webb

County, by virtue of the Court Adm ni stration Act, Article 200 a-1,
V.AAT.CS., shall, at their regul ar or speci al call ed neetings, provide
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for the passage and approval of | ocal court rules. Local rul es shall
not be effective until approved by the adm ni strative judge of the
Fourth Adm nistrative Judi ci al Region and by the Suprenme Court of
Texas.

RULE 13.11 ADOPTI ON OR AMENDMENT BY LOCAL ADM NI STRATI VE JUDGE:

Any proposed change i nthe rul es shall be submttedto thelocal
adm ni strative judge for referral totherules commttee ninety (90)
days before t he annual neeting of the council of judges whichw || be
held on the first Wednesday in Decenber of every year.

RULE 13.12 NOTI CE AND PUBLI CATI ON OR RULES:

After the rul es have been approved, a copy of theserulesw |l be
filedw ththe Webb County District Cerk. Acopy of these rul es nmay
be requested fromthe district clerk's office.

RULE 13.13 | NTERI M ORDERS AFFECTI NG LOCAL PRACTI CE:

Interi morders may fromtinme to ti nme be adopted for all but never
fewer than all courts inthe sane geographic territory and may govern
| ocal practices incourt proceedi ngs when the parties have been gi ven
actual notice of any such orders and subject tothelimtations of Rule
13. 14.

RULE 13. 14 LOCAL PRACTI CES NOT PUBLI SHED I N THESE RULES:

Local practices not publishedinthese rul es nay not be applied
by any court soas to work a di spositiononthe nerits of any matter
unl ess such di sposition on the nerits of the matter i s otherw se
aut horized at the time by | aw, by provisions of the Texas Rul es of
Civil Procedure or by these |ocal rules.
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AMENDMENTS TO RULE 3
THE FOLLOW NG RULES WERE AMENDED OR ADOPTED ON

DECEMBER 5, 1990 AT THE ADM NI STRATI VE JUDGES MEETI NG

RULE 3. 24 HEARI NG ON PRE- TRI AL PLEAS AND MOTI ONS:
OLD TEXT:

E. Wi ver of Hearings: Hearings on any notion may be waived i f
al | counsel of record agree and notice of saneis giventothe court.
Argunent in summary j udgnent matters nmay be wai ved by agreenent of
counsel and court by witten notice to the court. (See Rule 3.31)
Original Text
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NEW TEXT:

E. Wai ver of Hearings: Hearings on any notion may be wai ved if
al | counsel of record agree and notice of saneis giventothe court.
Summary j udgnent noti ons and speci al exceptions will be consi dered by
the court wi t hout oral argument unl ess counsel specifically requests a
heari ng.

(Second sentence was substituted on 12/5/90)

ADDED TEXT:

G MotionsinLimne: Mtionsinlimneshall befiledbefore
t he schedul ed pre-trial date. They will be taken up at the final pre-
trial hearing.

(Text added on 12/5/90)

RULE 3. 31 SUMVARY JUDGVENTS:
OLD TEXT:
B. Counsel of record may agree to submt the notion for summary

j udgnment wi thout oral argunent by filingjointly, awitten waiver five
(5) days prior to the setting.

NEW TEXT:
B. Counsel of recordw |l have deened to wai ve oral argunent on
t he notion for summary judgnent if thereis not aspecific request for
a hearing before the court.
(Language substituted on 12/5/90)
AVENDMENTS TO RULE 3. 34
THE FOLLOW NG RULES WERE AMENDED OR ADOPTED ON

MARCH 1, 1995 AT THE ADM NI STRATI VE JUDGES MEETI NG

RULE 3. 34 ALTERNATI VE DI SPUTE RESOLUTI ON:

OLD TEXT:
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Cases may be referredto alternative di spute resol uti on by the
Judges of the Courts of Webb County on their own notion or on the
noti on of one of the parties, subject tothe discretion of the assigned
judge presiding at settl enment week. Original Text

NEW TEXT:

A. POLI CY: Cases may be referred to alternative dispute
resol ution by the Judges of the Courts of Webb County on their own
nmotion or on notion of a party, subject to the discretion of the
Presi di ng Judge.

B. PROCEDURE: Counsel and/or parties requesting the
appoi nt nent of a Medi at or shall pronptly advi se t he Presi di ng Judge of
such request. No case shall be referred to nediati on and not Medi at or
shal | serve or be appointed prior tothe entry of an appropri ate O der
by t he Presi di ng Judge of the Court where the caseisonfile unless
ot herwi se agreed and ordered by t he Presi di ng Judge. The Order shall
require the parties to appear for alternative di spute resol ution or
before a date certain. Nothinginthis rule shall prevent counsel
and/ or parties fromreachi ng an agreenent to designate a personto
serve as Medi ator i n acase; provi ded, however, that such desi gnati on
shal | be confirmed by witten Order to the Presidi ng Judge of t he Court
in which the case is pending, and provided further, that such
designationis not otherwiseinconflict wththisrule. Al Mdiators
desi gnat ed by agreenent shall be subject to Court approval. The
Medi at or shall be entitled to the fee as nay be agreed to by the
parti es and/ or ordered by the Court. Wthinfive working days after
conpl etion of the Mediator's work i n any case, the Medi ator shall
report tothe Court the appearances by the Parties and their counsel,
t he out come of the nedi ati on and t he total anmount of fees charged or
collected for their services renderedin saidcase andthe identity of
person(s) paying said fees.

C. PERSONS QUALI FI ED: No Visiting or Presiding Judge i n such
case nor any person appoi nted as Guardi an/ Att orney Ad-Litemin such
case shall also serve as Mediator in said case.

(Text added on 3/1/95)

ADOPTED RULE 3.34.1 GUARDI ANS AND ATTORNEYS AD- LI TEM

RULE 3.34.1 GUARDI ANS AND ATTORNEYS AD- LI TEM
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A. POLI CY: Att or neys Ad- Litemand/ or Quardi ans Ad- Li t emmay
be appoi nted by t he Judges of the Courts of Webb County on their own
notion or on noti on of a party, subject tothe sole discretionof the
Presi di ng Judge.

B. PROCEDURE: Counsel and/or parties requesting the
appoi nt nent of an Attorney/ Guardi an Ad-Litem asinfriendly suits
etc., shall promptly advi se t he Presi di ng Judge of such request at
| east 10 days prior to any hearing requiring the presence and
partici pation of an Attorney/ Guardi an Ad-Litem Notw t hstandi ng any
agreenment of counsel and/or partiestothe contrary, no person shall
serve or be appoi nted or desi gnated as an Attorney/ Quardi an Ad-Litemin
any case prior tothe entry by the Presi di ng Judge of the Court where
the case is on file of an appropriate Order reflecting such
appoi ntnent. The Attorney/ GQuardi an Ad-Litemshall be entitledtoonly
one fee as may be agreed to and/ or ordered by the Court and upon
conpl etion of their work i n any case shall pronptly report the total
amount of fees charged or collected for their services rendered in such
case and the identity of person(s) paying said fees.

C. PERSONS QUALI FI ED: No Visiting or Presiding Judge i n such
case nor any person appoi nted as Medi ator in such case shall al so serve
as Attorney/ Guardi an Ad-Litemin said case. Al persons appointedto
serve as Attorneys/ Guardi ans Ad-Litemshall be qualifiedto servein
such capacity under applicable | aw.

(Text added on 3/1/95)
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